






UNRWA is the UN agency that provides humanitarian 

assistance to almost 6 million Palestinians displaced by the 

wars in the Middle East. It operates on a budget of about $1.2 

billion per year. The US contributes about 30% of that. 

Europe contributes about 60% and the balance comes 

mainly from Japan and Middle Eastern countries. The 

population UNRWA supports is divided 2.3 million in 

Jordon, 2.5 million in Gaza and the West Bank, and 1million 

in Lebanon and Syria. UNRWA has about 13,000 employees 

and it focuses on providing food, water, shelter and 

education. Israel has released captured intelligence that 

about 12 UNRWA employees participated in the October 7 

atrocities. However, infiltration of UNRWA by Hamas is 

believed to be much deeper - amounting to perhaps 10% of 

the workforce. The US and many other donor nations have 

suspended support of UNRWA pending clarifications. Aid 

flowing into to Gaza was already inadequate to hold off 

famine and epidemic disease. The situation is rapidly 

becoming impossible. 

Iranian Power Projection 

The Houthis - a tribal militia in Yemen - have been waging a 

campaign of air strikes and piracy on commercial shipping 

transiting the southern Red Sea. Approximately 1/ 8 of world 

trade flows through these waters. The Houthi's campaign has 

been unimpressive. Most of their missiles and drones miss 

their target without getting close enough to constitute a 

threat. Most of those which are sufficiently on track to appear 

threatening are shot down by the US led flotilla that is 

providing defense to the shipping. Only a few missiles have 

struck and as of yet they have neither sunk vessels nor killed 

sailors. Out of caution, however, some major shippers are 

rerouting to the longer route around the Cape of Good Hope. 

Presumably Egypt's revenues from transit of the Suez Canal 

are hurting in consequence. 







The next stop on the primary circuit was New Hampshire. 

The state is small (about 1 million voters), nearly half rural 

and overwhelmingly white (90%.) Trump prevailed in the 

Republican primary with 55% of the vote and 45% going to 

someone else. A this point the only major alternate candidate 

remaining in the race was Nikki Halley and the someone else 

vote was essentially hers at 43%. New Hampshire allows 

unregistered voters to vote in whichever party's primary they 

prefer. As a result 47% of the voters in the Republican 

primary were unregistered ("independent") voters. Looked 

at by registration status the results have an interesting 

breakdown. Of registered Republicans, 52% voted and 75% of 

those votes were cast for Trump to give him the support of 

39% of registered Republicans - far ahead of his Iowa 

support. On the other hand, 35% of independent voters voted 

in the Republican primary and 65% of these voted for Halley. 

Additionally 83% of Halley's voters said they would not vote 

for Trump, even if he is the Republican party nominee. Even 

if all the independent voters are "Never Trump" voters it 

must still be the case that 43% of the registered Republicans 

who voted for Halley also are Never Trump voters. This ratio 

suggests that at least 10% of all registered Republicans are 

Never Trump voters. All in all, these results speak to Trump 

having strong support from a portion of the Republican party 

but much reduced appeal beyond that committed group. 

A useful contrast is provided by Biden. He was not even on 

the New Hampshire Democratic primary ballot as the 

National party had decided to boycott this primary over a 

calendar dispute. However a write in campaign gave him 63% 

of the vote cast with his nearest competitor at 20%. 

De Santis suspended his campaign after Iowa and before New 

Hampshire. The post-mortem on the de Santis campaign has 

fingered the moment at which he launched his attack on the 

Disney corporation as the turning point at which his 

momentum began to wane. As the humorists put it - it was a 

mistake entering a popularity contest against Mickey Mouse. 

Uninstructed by this example, various right wing media have 

been launching attacks on the super-popular singer Taylor 

Swift. We suspect Americans have grown tired of gutter 

politics and they will be tuning out en masse from all forms of 

politically oriented media. 



A group of Americans which might like to tune out but which 

will not be able to do so is the justices of the Supreme Court. 

On February 8 they will hear oral arguments in Trump's 

appeal of Colorado's decision to exclude him from the ballot. 

In this lawsuit a group of 30 distinguished Republican 

attorneys, attorneys general and a distinguished retired 

judge have filed an interesting amici brief. Basing their 

approach on the Court's preferred textualist philosophy of 

Constitutional interpretation, their argument limpidly 

presents the thesis that the Court cannot permit Trump to 

run without sacrificing the architecture of the laws. While 

the Court may prove more ingenious than its friends would 

consider prudent in squeezing a political decision through 

the thicket of precedent, there is a genuine possibility that 

the Court will simply terminate Trump's political career at a 

stroke. 

The next Republican event is the South Carolina primary on 

February 25. Nikki Halley was a two term governor of this 

state so she should have some home turf advantage, but 

current polling shows her badly lagging Trump. The 

wildcard in the current situation is what happens if the 

courts take Trump off the board, either by a Constitutional 

ban or a felony conviction, prior to the Republican 

convention in mid July. Is the best strategy for winning the 

convention to keep campaigning and to enter the convention 

with a strong block of delegates or is it to make nice with 

party leadership now and hope for a back room decision at 

the Convention? De Santis appears to be taking the second 

approach. Halley may accordingly be forced in to the first 

approach. Or it may not matter. In the current chaotic state 

of the Republican party anything could happen - except 

perhaps good governance. 

To most people it is probably self evident that the National 

government controls the national border.  Every day about a 

million people legally cross the border into the United 

States and a similar number exit the country. Amid this 

tide of people, about 5,000 people per day are 

apprehended entering the country illegally although in 

December the number spiked to 8,300. Fleeing evil 

government and looking for work are the two dominant 






















