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Russo-Ukraine War 

The critical sector of the front for the Ukrainian 

counteroffensive is the central sector. Here the vital 

Russian supply highway runs south of the city of Mariupol 

along the shoreline of the sea of A.:zov. The Russian position 

in Southern Ukraine and Crimea is sustained only by 

traffic along the shoreline corridor and across the Kerch 

strait bridge. The Ukrainians have cut the Kerch strait 

bridge twice and have cut a bridge crossed by the 

shoreline highway once. If they were in a position to 

decisively cut the shoreline highway, the Russians would 

face a grave choice - either abandon their conquests in the 

South or risk losing both their conquests and the occupying 

forces. For the Ukrainians to block the road it is not 

necessary that they take Mariupol or overrun the road 

itself. It is enough to bring it within range of their field 

artillery, i.e. reach a distance of about 20km inland from the 

road. The Russians have protected this essential corridor 

with a triple line of field fortifications (mine fields, trench 

lines, tank obstacles etc.) backed by artillery firing 

positions. After two months of work, the Ukrainians have 

decisively breached the first line in a portion of the front 

and are now in contact with the second line. The Russians 

do not have fresh troops to man the second line, but rather 

are pulling back first line defenders and shifting units 

around laterally in an attempt to stiffen the line. 

The Russians are simultaneously meeting increasing strain 

from another factor. At the start of the Ukrainian offensive 

the Russians blew up a dam across the Dnieper river 

creating an impassable mud barrier to Ukrainian 

advance downstream of the dam. This obstacle allowed the 

Russians to thin their defensive forces in this section and 

transfer the troops northward to meet the Ukrainian push. 

But summer 









countries are directly threatened by China and North Korea. 

Those threats seem to be submerging historic animosities. 

President Biden also issued an executive order cutting off 

certain technology transfers to China. However the scope of 

the order is limited to only the most advanced technologies of 

highest strategic importance. 

China countered at the BRICs summit. It would like to turn 

BRICs (a loose association of China, Russia, India, Brazil and 

South Africa) into an anti-US block under China's leadership. 

China seems unlikely to succeed in this goal while its 

economy falters and its troops periodically mount border 

incursions into India. For the moment, BRICs is discussing 

adding new members while postponing any decision about 

the character of the group. 

China has succeeded in blocking a UN inquiry into its 

mistreatment of its Uighur minority. Allegedly the Chines are 

holding over a million people in prison camps. A nasty 

rumor claims that prisoners are executed to make their 

organs available for transplantation - an accusation, which 

if true, would amount to industrial farming of humans. 

China's evident desire to keep these activities under the 

veil of domestic secrecy raise concerns about ongoing 

genocide. 

Elsewhere 

Saudi Arabia and Israel appear to be moving towards 

normalization of relations. In concert with this move, Saudi 

Arabia is renewing financial support for the relatively 

moderate Palestinian faction based in the West Bank. We 

appear to be moving towards a division of the Middle East 

into two blocks. One block comprises Saudi Arabia, the Gulf 

States, Egypt, Jordan, Israel, the west bank Palestinian 

Authority, the Kurds and Iraq. The other block comprises 

Iran, Syria, Hezbollah and Hamas. The driving force for this 

alignment is the threat created by Iran's pending acquisition 

of nuclear weapons, its continuing alliance with vicious 






















